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ELOSZO

Kedves olvaso,

Ez a konyv doktori dolgozatom kevéssé modositott valtozata. A dolgozatot
2005 juniusadban védtem meg Budapesten az Eotvos Lorand Tudomény-
egyetem Folklore Tanszékén. Ezt kovetGen 2006. februar 1. és 2009. januar
30. kozott a Halle-i Max Planck Szocidlantropoldgiai Intézet Posztszocialista
Eurazsia Osztalyanak munkatarsaként egy oroszorszagi kutatasban vettem
részt; a Vallds és moralitas téméban kutat6é csoport keretében ortodox
vallasossagot és a Gonosszal kapcsolatos képzeteket kutattam Moszkvatol
északkeletre egy kisvarosban és a szomszédos falvakban. A terepmunka,
majd késébb az ottani eredmények feldolgozasa lefoglalta minden id6met,
nem volt alkalmam atdolgozni ezt a munkat. A 2005 6ta megjelent szak-
irodalomra valo hivatkozasok emiatt hianyoznak belGle. A benne levs sta-
tisztikai elemzéseket meghagytam, bar tudom, mennyire kifogésolhat6 az
SPSS program hasznalatival végzett statisztikai elemzés ilyen kis mintan.
A megvizsgalt kérdések és a feltart aranyok sokatmondoéak és helytallbak a
vizsgalt helységben és témaban.

Koszonet minden aranyosszékinek, aki munkam soran vendégiil latott,
elbeszélgetett velem, megosztotta velem tudasat, oromét-banatat. Néhanyan
kozilik mar nem élnek. Remélem, munkam is hozzajarul emlékiik meg-
Orzéséhez. Halamat szeretném kifejezni altalanos iskolai, kozépiskolai,
egyetemi tanaraimnak, akik felébresztették bennem a kivancsisagot a ko-
riilottem levé vilag mélyebb megismerésére, és ellattak az ehhez sziikséges
atravaléoval.

Ko0szonom még egyszer férjem tdmogatasat és most méar cseperedd, de
az iras idején még igencsak zsenge kori gyermekeim tiirelmét.

Szeretettel ajanlom a kényvet minden kedves olvasonak.

Kolozsvar, 2009. majus 15.



VRAJITORIE SI SOCIETATE
INTR-UN SAT DIN ZONA ARIESULUI

Cartea se ocupa de fenomenul facaturii intr-un sat din Zona Ariesului (jud.
Cluj, Romania) bazandu-se pe literatura de specialitate a tematicii vraji-
toriei in antropologia sociala, folosind totodata si rezultatele cercetarilor
etnografice romane si maghiare legate de acest fenomen. Structura cartii
este urmatoarea: introducere; cele mai importante informatii despre satul
cercetat si despre munca de teren inceputd in 1992 si desavarsita in mare
parte in anii 1992—2001 (capitolul I); istoria cercetérilor internationale si
autohtone in domeniu (II); analiza amanuntita a fenomenului facaturii in
satul cercetat (III); studii de caz care discuta in detaliu aspecte relevante ale
fenomenului cercetat (IV); concluziile (V); bibliografia (VI) si anexe (VII).

Problematica facéturilor se asociazd in acest sat de trei tipuri de pro-
bleme umane: problemele cuplurilor (dragoste si césnicie), probleme de
sdnitate si probleme economice. Pe cand problemele cuplurilor si cele eco-
nomice pot fi la fel cauze cat si urmari ale facdturilor, problemele de sana-
tate apar in interpretarile locale doar ca urmari ale interventiilor magice.
Facaturile apar ca fenomene ambivalente in discursul localnicilor: se percep
atat facaturi condamnabile din punctul de vedere al societétii, cit si facaturi
considerate drepte, desdvarsite ca acte de justitie alternativa. Aceste faca-
turi considerate pozitive sunt legate in cele mai multe cazuri de probleme
economice cauzate prin furt sau prin magie (luarea manei). Trasitura prin-
cipala a problemelor de sdnitate explicate prin facaturi este faptul ci s-au
demonstrat incurabile de citre medici. In asemenea cazuri dupi parerile
locale exista doud modalitati de scdpare: bolnavul sau familia bolnavului
se poate adresa unui vrajitor care stie sa desfaca, ori se adreseaza cu acelasi
scop unui preot ortodox. Localnicii se adreseaza preotilor ortodocsi atat in
cazul bolilor cauzate de facaturi sau duhuri necurate cat si in cazul facaturi-
lor, cu functie de justitie alternativa. In toate aceste cazuri preotul mediaza
dorinta omului cdtre Dumnezeu.

Localnicii in cele mai multe cazuri desavarsesc singuri facaturile, si doar
intr-o parte mai mica a cazurilor se adreseaza specialistilor. Bazandu-se pe
distanta dintre operator si victimd am impartit faciturile in doua categorii:
facaturile fizice si cele spirituale. in aceastd analizi am pornit de la existenta
(sau inexistenta) contactului fizic dintre operator si victimd. Am ajuns la



concluzia ca facaturile spirituale (care de cele mai multe ori folosesc ele-
mente ale religiozitatii populare) au un rol accentuat in desavarsirea faca-
turilor cu rol de justitie. Facaturile fizice, care se bazeaza de cele mai multe
ori pe contactul fizic dintre operator si victima (sau pe contactul fizic cu un
obiect care fusese 1n contact cu una dintre aceste persoane) au un rol desa-
varsit in cazul facaturilor de dragoste.

Lucrarea analizeaz relatiile interumane care sunt relevante din punctul
de vedere al facaturilor. Pe baza cercetarii am ajuns la concluzia ca facatu-
rile sunt fenomene cu relevanta doar in cadrul familiei si a rudeniei, insem-
nand ci se fac acuzatii de vrajitorie in mare parte doar in acest cadru social
foarte restrans. Acuzatiile de vrijitorie intre vecini sunt rare. Cartea contine
si analiza statistica a cazurilor de vrijitorie din sat.

WITCHCRAFT AND SOCIETY IN ARIESULUI
REGION (CLUJ COUNTY, ROMANIA)

The book is framed by the research tradition of social anthropology, and
at the same time the analysis is relying on the results of Hungarian and
Romanian ethnographical works that scrutinize the phenomena of harmful
magic most often labelled by ethnographers as ‘rontas’ (the approximate
local term is ’csinaltatas’). The structure of the book is as follows: the first
chapter is summarizing the most important data about the field site and the
circumstances of the fieldwork started in 1992 and most intensively carried
out in the period 1997—2001. The second chapter is reviewing the scholarly
works on the topic coming from the local scientist and international litera-
ture. Chapter three synthesizes the characteristics of harmful magic in the
region, based on the field data from the village. Through case studies con-
tained in chapter four, particular aspects of the phenomena are discussed
in detail. The conclusions summarize the most important findings of the
research. Bibliography and annex are closing the book.

The harmful magic in the region is linked with three types of social prob-
lems: (1) marriage and love-affairs, (2) problems connected to health and
well being, (3) and broadly defined economic problems. While problems of
relationships and economic issues are most often seen by the local popula-
tion as causes of the harmful magic, the damages to health are seen only as
the outcome. In addition to magical health damages, witchcraft can have
an impact on both the relationships and in the economic sphere. Magic is
ambivalent according to the local view, therefore it can be both negative and
positive according to the social judgment. In cases when it is seen as positive
it has the role of an alternative justice. These cases are most prominently re-
lated to economical damages caused by theft or attributed to witchcraft. The
health damages attributed to witchcraft are usually diagnosed incurable by
medical doctors and therefore they are passed into the hand of specialists
dealing with unwitching (kuruzslo) or the patients address more often a Ro-
manian Orthodox priest who is working as faith healer in many cases. Or-
thodox priests are called for healing illnesses caused by witchcraft and evil
spirits, but they can be also actors in the process of alternative justice.

I made a distinction between the spiritual and physical magical tech-
niques based on local ideas on the transmission of magical power. The dis-



tinction can be made based on the existence or inexistence of the physical
contact between the witch and the victim. My conclusion is that the spiritual
techniques are characteristically used in the processes of the alternative jus-
tice, while physical techniques are most often associated with creating and
unmaking relationships.

Although the villagers may request the help of a specialist, my study re-
veals that in most of the cases they perform magical acts by themselves.
Through the analyses I review the social relations that can be seen as impor-
tant from the perspective of the magical acts. The most important finding in
this domain is that witchcraft in this society is a family matter or is linked
to close kin-relations. A small proportion of the witchcraft accusations are
between neighbours.
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